The Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Oncology (HBPO) Group of the Japan Clinical Oncology Group (JCOG): history and future direction.
The Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Oncology Group of the Japan Clinical Oncology Group (JCOG) was constituted in April 2008 to develop new standard treatments for hepatobiliary and pancreatic cancer. In pancreatic cancer, the Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Oncology Group focuses on establishing standard chemotherapy or chemoradiotherapy for unresectable locally advanced disease. The JCOG 0506 study was a Phase II study of gemcitabine alone to examine its efficacy and safety in patients with locally advanced disease. The results in survival significantly exceeded expectations, and gemcitabine monotherapy has come to be regarded as the provisional standard therapy by our group. Following JCOG 0506, the JCOG 1106 study, which is currently under investigation, is a randomized Phase II study to evaluate the efficacy of induction chemotherapy with gemcitabine in combination with S-1 chemoradiotherapy and select a candidate therapeutic agent in a Phase III study comparing with gemcitabine alone. The JCOG 0805 study was a randomized Phase II study comparing S-1 monotherapy with gemcitabine plus S-1 combination therapy for unresectable biliary tract cancer. As a result, gemcitabine plus S-1 combination therapy was considered the more promising candidate in comparison with the gemcitabine plus cisplatin combination therapy in a subsequent Phase III trial. The Hepatobiliary and Pancreatic Oncology Group is planning a Phase III study to compare gemcitabine plus S-1 combination therapy with gemcitabine plus cisplatin combination therapy (JCOG PC1113 study). No standard postoperative adjuvant treatment has been established. We plan to conduct a Phase III study to compare S-1 as adjuvant therapy after surgery with surgery alone in patients with biliary tract cancer (JCOG PC1202).